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The .dwt extension indicates this is a template.

3. Now to add the basic content that will appear on every page of our site. (If creating a template for your own
subject vary the image selections below.)
a  From the files or assets panel drag sbsp logo.gif to the top left of the banner.

Since this is a transparent gif the background color can be seen through it.

Add several of the character gifs alongside this, resizing as necessary.

b Click in the cell at the left of the table that will act as the navigation area (see next page), and set the
vertical alignment of the cell to Top.
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Into this navigation area drag the buttons from the files panel into place.
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A template is used to specify the appearance and repeating elements of a web page, it is not used to specify
text format. To format text we can use a CSS which is a separate document to the template. We can
however add a CSS to a template so that it is available as part of the template.

Use the Attach Style Sheet button at the bottom of the CSS styles panel to link to sbsp.css.
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N
Attach Style Sheet

This style sheet will now be available whenever the template is used. In addition any change in the style
sheet will also cascade through any pages based on the template.

Resave and preview in the browser. (Ignore any warnings about no editable regions; we will set these up
shortly.)

a  Add some content to the bottom panel. (Make this up.)
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Click on the edge of the table to select it and set the table width to 100%.
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This means the table will expand to fit the browser window it is displayed in.
Save and preview in the browser.
Try varying the width of the browser window to see the table expand or contract to fit.
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5. Some areas in a template will remain the same for every page, but we will want some areas that can have
content or graphics added to them. The parts that will be changed are called editable regions.

a  Click once in the central cell.
When we use the template to create a page this cell will hold a picture or text.

b From the insert panel click on the down arrow on the Templates button and choose the Editable Region
option.
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The name of the region (main) and some default text (main again) will appear.
Use the property inspector to locate this at the top of the cell.
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The default text can be replaced by text or a graphic when the template is used to create a page.
Repeat for the cell at lower right calling it sidebar.

Re-save.

The upper right cell is to be used to display a graphic image.
Make this an editable region called graphic and set the position for the graphic as top center.
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Re-save.
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6. We will now see the template in action.

a  From the menu choose File > New with the Page from Template option.
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Choose the template made and click on the Create button.

A new untitled page based on the template will appear.

Note: leave the Update page when template changes option ticked. (What effect will this have?)
b Make some changes to this page, e.g. add a picture to the main panel in the middle.

Save the page as index.html. This will be the home page for the site.
¢ Use the template to make at least two other pages, e.g. characters.html and location.html.

Add some text and images to each of these pages and save them.

7. Once we have a series of pages we will want to be able to navigate between them.
a  Move back to the template and create a link from the Home button to index.html.
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Make links to the other pages created above.
Re-save the template and any open pages (File > Save All).

Even though we have only changed the template each of the pages we have made will also now have the
links on them. Test this is the browser.




image15.tmp
Make another change to the template (e.g. to the background color, the banner,
or the footer), and see how the changes are transmitted to all pages based on the
template.

Note: if the changes in the template do not automatically update in pages made
from it, use Modify > Templates > Update Pages.

Alternatively you can update a single page. In the assets panel choose the
templates category and click on the Apply button.

This will update the template changes to just the selected page.
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Follow up — page layout using CSS
The content on a web page can be organized and laid out using a Cascading Style Sheet rather than a table. As with
using CSS for styles, this method creates a more flexible and efficient form that is easy to update.

The basic building block of CSS layout is the HTML <div> tag that acts as a container for text, images, and other page
elements. Unlike table cells, which are restricted to just the rows and columns of a table, div tags can appear
anywhere on a web page.

Dreamweaver comes with pre-designed CSS layouts that you can use.
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When created such a layout page will come with the specified columns, headers, footers, and so on, with sample text
in them ready to attach an external style sheet.

Alternately you can create CSS layouts of your own by placing div tags to specify logical divisions within the content
of a page. These can then be used to center blocks of text, create columns, specify different areas of color, and so on.
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Div tags can be positioned absolutely by specifying x and y coordinates, or relatively by specifying their distance from
other page elements. See Help for assistance in doing this.

Note: one limitation of using absolutely positioned, or AP, elements is placement may not adjust well relative to the
size of the browser window.

To see div tags used for placement, visit a well-designed site such as Slashdot. On the site view the source code for
the page (Firefox: View > Page Source; IE: View > Source) and scroll down to find the <div> tags in action.
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Activity 8 — Templates

A template is a re-useable design for a page. Not only does the use of templates simplify the creation of pages, but it
gives a site a presentation that is consistent in layout and in usage because all pages have the same basic
appearance. In addition, a design change only has to be made once in the template to update all of the pages based
on that design.

In this activity we will firstly set up a page and then see how to use the page as the basis for a template of a new
website for Spongebob Squarepants.

Note: if you wish you can follow the steps below, but set up a template for a website of your own choosing. To do
this set up a folder for the site with a series of images to use and a style sheet.

1. Create a new site in the sbsp2 folder (Site > New Site).

2. The page template we make will have the following basic layout.
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There will be banner across the top to hold a logo and title. Below this will be a content area to display text, with
a navigation area at left. At right we will have a sidebar, with room for an image in the upper section. Finally
there will be a footer area for contact and other information.

To organize the page in this way we will use a table with no borders.

a  Startanew blank web page.

b Into this page insert a 4 x 3 table, 800 pixels wide, with border thickness of 0, and no header or caption.
¢ Resize the rows and columns and use the merge cells option to lay out the cells to fit our plan above.
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Note: page layout can also be set up in a CSS, but that is beyond what we will be exploring at this time. Page
layout with CSS is described at the end of this activity.
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d  Use the properties inspector to set the background color of the page to a suitable color. | page Properties...

e We will now save this page as a template.
Use the Common tab on the insert panel to access the Templates button.
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Click on the Make Template option, and save it in the shsp2 site as sbsp_template.
(If prompted to update links click Yes. This will ensure links to images are maintained.)

The template will appear in a Templates folder in the Files panel, as well as in the Assets panel when you
click on the Templates icon. (Check you are in Local View.)




